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Due to the concerns for the health and safety of our 

members, our executive has decided to cancel all Gyro 

events during the month of April. 
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ANDERSON, Gordon  

1936 - 2020  

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Gordon (Gord) Arthur Anderson 

on March 4, 2020, at the Foothills Hospital, Calgary.  

Gord was born on November 20, 1936 in Jacobs, Ontario.  Gord's youth was spent in the 

wilds of northern Ontario which fostered his deep love and affection for nature and all 

living things.   

His family later moved to Winnipeg where he later met and proposed to Sylvia at the 

dental office where she worked as a dental assistant.   Upon retiring from IBM at the age 

of 55, Gord and Sylvia began a life of travel, leisure and doting on grandkids.  In his 

retirement, Gord enjoyed many activities, including more time at his beloved Camp 

Kasota, hitting the greens, playing his guitar, home renovations, travels with friends and 

family as well as cruising to many exotic locations.  

Gord was a proud member of St. David's United Church and the Gyro Club of Calgary. He 

served as club president in 1995 - 1996 and District Governor in 1998 - 1999.  His larger than 

life approach to living included the ability to love fiercely and love fully. Gord can now 

rest easy knowing he has left a legacy of mischief and love that is evident in the lives of his 

family and friends. Despite years of invasive medical treatments, Gord maintained an 

unwavering positive attitude that enabled him to manage the debilitating and life altering 

effects of chronic kidney disease.  

 A service honoring Gord's life was held Saturday, March 14, 2020 at St. David's United 

Church.  
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  No changes to report this month. 

 

                               

 

 

 MAY      APRIL 

8th Larry Fenton and Bill Schultz  2nd Ray Colliver  

18th Angelo Zia     3rd George Sanderson 

28th Dick Skinner      Don Stuart 

31st Thor Jepsen     11th Bob Ulrich 

       13th Fred Thiessen 

       14th  Dave Johnson 

       21st Chet Mills 

 

 

UPCOMING CONVENTIONS HAVE BOTH BEEN CANCELLED 
 

DISTRICT VIII CONVENTION 

Medicine Hat, Alberta  -  May 28 – 31, 2020 

 

INTERNATIONAL and DISTRICT IV CONVENTION 

                                               

Victoria B.C.  -  June 9 – 14, 2020 
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LUNCHEON MEETING February 5, 2020 

 

Only the brave and committed Gyros ventured out to the March 4th meeting.  During the 

early morning, driving snow and heavy winds would have easily discouraged everyone 

from going out at all.  However, one of the laws of life is that, ‘The more effort you put into 

something, the more you will receive.’   This was certainly made evident by those 

attending the Gyro luncheon.  

 

Mr. Gyro, sometimes known as the ‘God of Gyro’, chaired the meeting.  Ken Baker 

opened with a most inclusive prayer in which he expressed concern for the world’s 

challenge with the Covid19 virus, those directly impacted with the virus, and the world 

fear everyone is feeling about global warming.  Included in the many aspects of this 

prayer, Ken expressed what a privilege we share to be Gyros.  For me (Ron Carter), his 

prayer reinforced to God that we were very aware of what is happening.  Ken certainly 

did this for all of us.  

 

Ken’s prayer reminded me of the bestselling book, “Tuesdays with Morrie”, written by 

Mitch Albom. This book became a great must-see movie, and later, a stage play which 

was presented at Stage West.   Albom also wrote a book, which came to my mind, during 

Ken’s prayer.  This book is entitled “The Five People You Meet in Heaven”.   I had a strong 

sense during the prayer that Ken would be one of those people we will meet in heaven.  I 

share this with you in all sincerity.  If you came to the Gyro meeting to find some meaning 

and purpose to your life, Ken filled your bucket.  In honesty, I thought if Ken has such a 

very bright upside, he must also have a very, very, deep shadow side.  

 

I (Ron Carter) was privileged to be asked to introduce the quest speaker who I have 

known for twenty plus years.  Our speaker began with the question, “Has anyone ever said 

to you, that you look exactly like someone I known?”.  One Indian gentleman made that 

statement to me (Ron Carter).  He then told me, “His very best friend back in New Delhi 

looked exactly like me”!  

 

Ron then clarified that our speaker didn’t look like me but that we share a mirror image. 

Our quest speaker lived in Olds.  I lived in Torrington which he passed through to go to 

work.  That established our common roots.  We married girls with exactly the same names 

on the same day.  Ron then pointed out that our speaker is a gifted musician, an 

extremely excellent cook, and can fix anything, and is liked by everyone.  Then with even 

greater humility, Ron admitted our speaker has some unique gifts.  Jack Avery is an expert 

regarding global warming which I (Ron) know nothing about.  Ron asked the group to 

welcome Jack Avery, our quest speaker.   
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Jack utilized numerous charts to make his points and also, quoted many experts.  Each 

chart was amazing, and validated ‘that a picture is worth a thousand words’.  Jack 

explained the very beginning of the global warming was when there was a meeting to 

explore the issue for the UN.  A Canadian organized the conference at which Canada 

had 348 delegates, far exceeding the total of other countries and their delegates.  

 

Jack started with the CO2 impact on society.  He built a case for the positive need of CO2 

and stressed that life is not sustainable in its absence.  This is true for both plant and animal 

life.  He shared that greenhouses increase the CO2 to stimulate plant growth and reduce 

the need for water.  He showed a picture with 10,000 squares on it and in one corner, one 

box represented the effect CO2 was created by man.  He stated that any fuel, coal, oil, 

natural gas, wood or any heat generating substance which produced energy also 

produced CO2. 

 

Jack had some slides dating back thousands of years showing continual global 

temperature changes from the ice ages to high temperature periods.  He shared different 

methods of collecting data.  Satellites have added greatly to the information availability.   

 

An impressive slide demonstrated the size of wild fires in Australia.  Historical Australia has 

had far greater, more extensive fires in the past, some have been 5 to10 times greater 

than this summer.  Wild fires have increased in damage due to one common factor.  There 

is no longer forest management of under-brush which is a key element in reducing forest 

fires.  Jack’s presentation covered Global warming, temperatures recycling, forest fires, 

ocean levels, and glacial melting.   Each slide provided evidence to a subject.  The future 

is uncertain, but it is reasonable to accept that we human are not going to change our 

future in any meaningful way.  

 

This is a bit of what I (Ron) took away from the meeting.  Attempting to relate everything 

covered is impossible for me.  It is like trying to take a drink of water from a fire hydrant.   

This short story may illustrate my point.  Two AA members were speaking about a meeting. 

One attended the meeting, and the other one who didn’t asked, “What was the meeting 

about?”.   The first one said, “This great meeting spoke to me in many ways”.  ‘In may 

ways then became the question’.   Each of gets something different from a meeting.  I got 

my message, but I don’t know what your message is that you missed.  

 

After viewing all the charts at the meeting, I (Ron) did a mental pie chart.   There is a 

possibility for 47 members to attend a Gyro Luncheon.  We had 27 attend, 6 were away 

on holidays, and 4 were ill.  This leaves 10 pieces left to account for those not going 

anywhere because of the virus, those deterred by the weather, and those totally 

committed to Global warming and not interested in hearing the other side.  This chart 

represented a very successful meeting.   
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Some say I go on too long, but this is my edited version !!!!!   

Ken closed the meeting with a very appropriate story, which again, you had to be there. 

 

Ron Carter 

 

A special thank you to Ron Carter for not only arranging for our guest speaker, but then taking on 

the task of writing a synopsis of a vast amount of information.  This type of reporting is very valuable 

and helpful to me as Editor of the Gyrodeo. 

Bryan 

 

 

 

SPRING BRUNCH – March 29, 2020 

 

Our executive has decided to cancel the Spring Brunch due to the Coronavirus, 

 

 

 

 

Driving home from one of her business trips in Northern Arizona, Sally saw an elderly Navajo 

woman walking on the side of the road. 

 

As the trip was a long and quiet one, she stopped the car and asked the Navajo woman if 

she would like a ride. 

 

With a silent nod of thanks, the woman got into the car. 

 

Resuming the journey, Sally tried in vain to make a bit of small talk with the Navajo 

woman. The old woman just sat silently, looking intently at everything she saw, studying 

every little detail, until she noticed a brown bag on the seat next to Sally. 

 

“What is in bag?” asked the old woman. 

 

Sally looked down at the brown bag and said, “It's a bottle of wine.  I got it for my 

husband.” 

 

The Navajo woman was silent for another moment or two. Then speaking with the quiet 

wisdom of an elder, she said: 

 

“Good trade....” 

  



Page 7. 

 

 

Sean is the pastor of a Church of England parish on the Northern Ireland/ Southern Ireland 

border.  Patrick is the priest in the Roman Catholic Church across the road.  

 

One day they are seen together, erecting a sign into the ground, which said TA END IS 

NEAR!   TURN YERSELF AROUNT NOW AFOR IT IS TOO LATE!  

 

As a car speeds past them, the driver leans out his window and yells, "Leave people alone, 

you Oirish religious nutters!  We don't need your lectures."  

 

From the next curve they hear screeching tires and a big splash.  
 

Shaking his head, Rev. Patrick says,  "Dat's da terd one dis mornin'."  

 

"Yaa," Pastor Sean agrees.  Then asks, "Do ya tink maybe da sign should just say, 'Bridge 

Out'" ? 

 

 
 

 

 Bryan Sherwood – Editor 

     

 

 

            

 KEEP THE FUN IN GYRO  


