
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

 

March 2019 BULLETIN  
 

 

 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THIS UPCOMING EVENT 

 
 

March 2019 

Wednesday, March 6   Mixed Luncheon – Carriage House Inn   
An overview of upcoming commercial (shopping Centre) / entertainment 

developments on Tsuut'ina lands adjacent to the SW Ring Road will be 

presented by Bryce Starlight, VP Development for Tsuut'ina Nation - 

Canderel Development Partnership 

Wednesday, March 20 Mixed Luncheon – Carriage House Inn 
An overview and update regarding the SW Ring Road Construction will 

be presented by Rizwan Hussain, Project Director, Major Capital Projects, 

Alberta Transportation, Also in attendance will be Ian McColl, Public 

Relations Manager for KGL Constructors  

 

 
MARCH 

10th Bob Wharton 

19th Bonar Irving 

22nd Bryan Sherwood 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bob Walker will be moving to Regina at the end of March 

to be near family.  He will be in attendance at our 

meeting on March 20 at which time we will recognize his 

service and contributions to our Gyro Fraternity with the 

presentation of his 40-year Gyro pin. 

 

Our attendance at this meeting will give each of us the 

opportunity to wish Bob “all the best” as he moves toward 

the next chapter life brings his way.  

 

 

 

 

More Gyros on the move…please update your roster!! 

 

Bob Wharton has moved to 308, 51 Providence Blvd SE, T2X 0X2 

AND 

Al Bell has moved to 328N, 51 Providence Blvd SE, T2X 0X2 

 

Phone numbers and email addresses remain the same. 

 

 

                       

DISTRICT V111 Convention 

                                                    

May 23 to 26, 2019 – Drumheller, Alberta – Hosted by the Edmonton Gyro Club. 

See our club website for Registration forms etc… www.calgarygyroclub.com 

 

INTERNATIONAL and DISTRICT IX CONVENTION 

                                                    
 

 
 

For details, schedule and registration forms go to 

                                          www.international.gyro.ws/convention.  
 

                                            June 2 to June 6, 2019 
                                                  Reno Nevada 
 
 

 

 

http://www.calgarygyroclub.com/
http://www.international.gyro.ws/convention


 

 

 
 

 

LUNCHEON – February 6, 2019  

 
We had 23 Gyros in attendance for our February 6th meeting.  President Gary opened the meeting and introduced 
our guest speaker.  Chet Mills gave the blessing.  The Carriage House served us an interesting meal which looked very 
good in appearance.  Unfortunately some felt it was not one of their best offerings.  
After lunch, our guest speaker Richard De Boer gave us a very interesting, informative & entertaining presentation on 
his efforts to rebuild two World War II airplanes. (A summary of his presentation is below.) 

Following this presentation President Gary closed our meeting. 
 

Richard de Boer – Calgary Mosquito Society – Gyro Lunch – February 6, 2019 
 

• The Mosquito Society is now ten years old and Richard de Boer was instrumental in its formation. They are currently 
involved in restoring two WWII planes…the De Havilland Mosquito Bomber and the Hawker Hurricane Fighter. Both 
planes played instrumental roles in the positive outcome of WWII. The Mission of the Society is: Retain, Restore, 
Honour and Educate 
 

• The Mosquito Bomber was designed for speed and made almost exclusively out of wood from B.C. The design was 
presented to the Air Ministry and was granted a contract to build 50 planes in 1939. It was an immediate success 
reaching speeds of 400 mph. the plane was lightweight and carried no defensive weapons and was very evasive. It was 
developed into 40 different models and in time 7,781 planes were built…1,134 built in Canada in Downsview, Ontario. 
The Mosquito Bomber could deliver the same payload of 4,000 pounds of bombs over a German target in half the time 
of the US B-17 Bombers running the same course. They had a crew of two and therefore spent less time over enemy 
territory which was favoured by crews. When the War ended many of the Mosquitos were designated surplus and sold 
for as little as $25…and many ended up in Western Canada bought for parts by farmers in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Calgary has a connection to the Mosquito Bomber as Morris Briggs purchased one that had 213 sorties during WWII…he 
had earned his Wings in Calgary in 1943 before shipping overseas. The Mosquito plane arrived in Calgary flown by the 
pilot named McKnight who had hop-scotched the plane across Canada to Calgary. After arriving in Calgary the plan was 
to fly out next day to the numerous Bases in Southern Alberta visiting all the airfields. The Mosquito took off from the 
Calgary Airport and did a flyby of the tower but tragically clipped a steel pole on the tower and crashed the plane on 
48th Avenue killing both pilots.  
 

• Spartan Air Services bought 15 of the surplused Mosquito Bombers and used parts from five planes to rebuild the other 
ten planes. They were outfitted with high-definition Cameras and used to take photos so the remote areas of northern 
Canada could be mapped. 
 

• The Mosquito Bomber is currently being rebuilt at the Nanton Lancaster Bomber facility 25 kms south of Calgary by a 
crew of enthusiasts who drive to the facility twice a week from Calgary. When completed this vintage plane will be 
displayed at the Aerospace Museum near the Calgary Airport. 
 

• The Hawker Hurricane was another famous weapon of WWII. It was built in the early part of the War at the Canadian 
Car and Foundry under the guidance of Elsie MacGill who was brought to Fort William as an Air Designer Engineer in 
1940. A local pilot, William Lidstone McKnight flew a Spitfire in the Battle of France and defended 300,000 soldiers 
retreating from Dunkirk…he shot down three German Stuka fighters over the beaches of Dunkirk in one of the many 
sorties he made. The Hawker Hurricane secured by the Mosquito Society was given to the Reynolds Museum for 
refurbishing and should be unveiled later this year at the Aerospace Museum in Calgary. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

FUN NIGHT – February 21, 2019  

 
39 Gyros and Gyrettes attended the 5th Annual February Fun night at the home of 
Barb and Chet Mills.  Most arrived at about 5pm.  After some refreshments and 
good Gyro conversation we were served a delicious meal of Shepherd’s Pie, Caesar 
Salad, and French Bread.  AND THEN IT HAPPENED…THE HORSE RACES BEGAN. 
Some horses were slow, some were fast, some did not run at all. Wagers were 
placed, money was won and money was lost! When the races were finally over and 
we counted our money, I was down $.65 and Ann was down $.45…not a good night 
for the Bakers. 
 
Special thanks to Barb and Chet for making their home available to us and for all the 
work they did in organizing the event. Also thanks to the helpers…Lyle and Jane, 

Bill, Carole, and Ken and Ann.  Thanks also to those who participated again this year.  We hope you had fun! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN EARLY REMINDER 
 

The Gyro Crib night will be held at the Horton Road Legion on Thursday, April 11, 2019.  Details will follow 
closer to that date. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Two sisters, one blonde and one brunette, inherited the family ranch.  Unfortunately, after just a few years, 
they are in financial trouble.  In order to keep the bank from repossessing the ranch, they need to purchase 
a bull from the stockyard in a far town so that they can breed their own stock.  They only have $600 left, 
but are hopeful that one can be purchased for that amount (or less).  Upon leaving, the brunette tells her 
sister, "When I get there, if I decide to buy a bull, I’ll contact you to drive out after me and haul it home." 
The brunette arrives at the stockyard, inspects the bulls, and decides she wants to buy one of them.  The 
man tells her that he will sell it to her for $599, no less.  After paying him, she drives to the nearest town to 
send her sister a telegram to tell her the news.  She walks into the telegraph office and says, "I want to 
send a telegram to my sister telling her that I've bought a bull for our ranch.  I need her to hitch the trailer 
to our pickup truck and drive out here so we can haul it home." 
 
The telegraph operator explains that he'll be glad to help her, then adds, "It's just 99 cents a word."  Well, 
after paying for the bull, the brunette only has $1 left.  She realizes that she'll only be able to send her 
sister one word.  After a few minutes of thinking, she nods and says, "I want you to send her the word 
"comfortable."" 
The operator shakes his head.  "How is she ever going to know that you want her to hitch the trailer to your 
pickup truck and drive out here to haul that bull back to your ranch if you send her just the word 
"comfortable"?" 
The brunette explains, "My sister's blonde.  The word's big.  She'll read it very slowly -- com-for-da-bull." 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sister Mary Ann, who worked for a home health agency, was out making her rounds visiting homebound 
patients when she ran out of gas.  As luck would have it, a Texaco Gasoline station was just a block away.  
She walked to the station to borrow a gas can and buy some gas.  The attendant told her that the only gas 
can he owned had been loaned out, but she could wait until it was returned.  Since Sister Mary Ann was on 
the way to see a patient, she decided not to wait and walked back to her car.  She looked for something in 
her car that she could fill with gas and spotted the bedpan she was taking to the patient.  Always 
resourceful, Sister Mary Ann carried the bedpan to the station, filled it with gasoline, and carried the full 
bedpan back to her car.  As she was pouring the gas into her tank, two Baptists watched from across the 
street.  One of them turned to the other and said, “If it starts, I'm turning Catholic.” 

 

 
After being married for 50 years, I took a careful look at my wife one day and said, "Fifty years ago we had a 
cheap house, a junk car, slept on a sofa bed and watched a 10-inch black and white TV, but I got to sleep 
every night with a hot 23-year-old girl. 
 
Now ... I have a $250,000 home, a $45,000 car, a nice big bed and a large screen TV, but I'm sleeping with a 
73-year-old woman.  It seems to me that you're not holding up your side of things."  My wife is a very 
reasonable woman. She told me to go out and find a hot 23-year-old girl and she would make sure that I 
would once again be living in a cheap house, driving a junk car, sleeping on a sofa bed and watching a 10-
inch black and white TV. 
 
Aren't older women great? They really know how to solve an old guy's problems. 



 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Earl and Bubba are quietly sitting in a boat fishing, chewing tobacco, and drinking beer when suddenly 
Bubba says, “Think I’m gonna divorce the wife … she ain’t spoke to me in over two months.” 
 
Earl spits overboard, takes a long, slow slip of beer and says, “Better think it over, women like that are hard 
to find.” 
 

 
 
 
– Editor Bryan Sherwood (Ken Baker filling in for Bryan who will be back for the next edition of the 
Gyrodeo). 
 

 
 

        

 KEEP THE FUN IN GYRO      


