
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

 

 

 
 

October 2020 BULLETIN  
 

Message from President Ken 

What a difference a year has made!  Last year in September we had our first Gyro 

luncheon meeting of the season, we had our Installation party at which I was installed as 

your President, we received our dues notices, and Ann and I were packing for a month 

long cruise. This year there are no luncheons and no travel plans.  What is the same is that I 

am still president of our club and we received our dues notices (which were substantially 

reduced). 

I would like to welcome our newest Member John Petruic to our club.  Unfortunately, not 

many have had the chance to meet John and his wife Laurie because of our COVID 

inactivity.  Hopefully, that will change sooner rather than later. 

Larry Fenton and I met to discuss the District Convention that our club is to host in June of 

2021.  We have a general plan in place, BUT WE do not feel further detailed planning is 

warranted at this time.  At some point before the New Year, we will have to decide 

whether to hold or cancel the convention.  If the decision is made to move forward, we 

will need club members to step up.  Until then we are in a holding pattern. 
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As mentioned last month, we will again be publishing our club roster books.  Please take a 

moment to review your information contained in the roster book last year.  If there are any 

changes, please send Bryan Sherwood an email with any revisions (even if he was 

previously advised). 

The current issue of the International Gyroscope is available on the International website.  

If you have not seen it, simply type gyro.org in your search engine and then click on 

Gyroscope.  On page 9 you will find an interesting article authored by our own Dr Ron 

Carter.  I liked it !!   I think you will too. 

As mentioned last month, some Gyro clubs are meeting either in person or virtually. Some 

clubs, like ours, have been pretty much inactive.  I see that members of the Stampede 

Gyro Club have recently had three outdoor gatherings.  Before we know it, winter will be 

here and the opportunity for outdoor gatherings will be closed.  The potential explosion of 

COVID cases here in Alberta, because of the school openings, has not happened YET. 

However, Ontario and Quebec seem to be experiencing increasing rates of new COVID 

cases. 

So, what are the options available to our Club?   

1) Are we comfortable with meeting for an informal lunch at a restaurant? Are we 

comfortable having a formal luncheon at the Blackfoot like what we did pre- 

COVID? 

2) Should we initiate Virtual meetings using technology such as Zoom?  If so, would we 

be able to have a speaker?  Who would arrange for the speaker? 

3) Should we simply continue to sit back, isolate, and wait for good news on the 

COVID front?    

I welcome your opinions and suggestions about what you think we should be doing.  Gyro 

is your club. 

As the days, weeks, and months pass by, let us hope that we, our families, and our friends 

can stay free of the Coronavirus.  Be careful !!  Stay safe !! 
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   Bernie Somerville has a new email address: 

 lorbern@icloud.com 

    

   Les and Bea Hamilton have a new address.  Telephone and email remain unchanged. 

 Suite 205 – 4440 – 14 Street N,W, 

 Calgary T2K 1J5 

 

 
 

 
 

On September 21st, Bob Lane moved to the Manor at Fish Creek Park, 22 Shawnee Hill 

S.W.. He is in the Enhanced Care Unit and every day he is feeling more comfortable with 

the routine.  Due to COVID-19 Bob is in modified ‘self isolation’ for the next two weeks.  This 

means that he may leave his room wearing a mask and his meals will be delivered to his 

room. 

  
                                   

 
 

OCTOBER 

11th Gary Stephen 

14th Gordon Coates  

20th Gerald Pulak 
 

 

 

 
2020 GYRO MIXED GOLF TOURNAMENT – August 6 

 

The 2020 Gyro Mixed Golf Tournament put on by Team Skinner was held on Thursday, 

August 6 at the Crystal Ridge Golf Course in Okotoks for the FIFTH time in as many years, 

and this year we enjoyed a cloudy windy 28C day. COVID restrictions were in place - 

keep 3m distance, don’t touch the pin, no rakes in sand traps and of course… not 

touching anyone else’s balls! 
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This year we had a total of 9 teams - 33 golfers: 11 ladies and 21 men.  The theme again 

for this year’s tournament was The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. The Good - trophies for 

Ladies Low Net and Low Gross and Men’s Low Net and Low Gross and the skill prizes that 

were drawn for drives on the fairway (not many) and hitting the greens on par 3’s for both 

men and women.  

 

The Bad – men’s and ladies prizes for the most putts, and the Ugly – prizes for the most 

water balls!   And ‘Uglier’ prize of most lost balls.  Of course we always honor the most 

honest golfers.  There were also a number of door prizes drawn. 

 

All golfers purchased $5 mulligans for 2 “do-overs” if required (And even a few didn’t use 

them either!) This contributed to some very attractive scores near par for the Low Net in 

both Ladies and Men’s Low Net Scoring when combined with using the Callaway 

handicap system! (all players between 36 and 38 low net)  In fact again this year there 

was a three-way tie for Men’s Low Net at 36 with Bruce Martin(45), Zig Doborynski(43) and 

Larry Fenton(49).  Larry Fenton was declared the winner as a result of a draw.  

John Hodgson showed us again this year why is the perennial low gross men’s winner with 

a 39.  Gary Stephen couldn’t quite catch him with 41, and Doug Campbell and Angelo 

Zia with 42’s. 

Betty Fenton once again claimed the Ladies Low Gross trophy with a 48 and both Laurie 

Petruic and Kathy Skinner gave her a run for the title with 52’s to claim the runner up 

bragging rights. 

 

Laura Young’s 53 resulted in a net 36 to win the Ladies Low Net trophy – way to go Laura in 

her first game in two years after surgery. 

Congratulations to the skill winners – both family affairs for 2020. 

 

THE GOOD – Skill Prizes 

Closest to Pin  Ladies  5 qualifiers  

Hole # 3 

Leanne Williams 

Closest to Pin   Men 6 qualifiers      

Hole #8 

Bob Nixon(he won this last year 

too) 

Ladies – Long Drive  6 qualifiers Hole 

# 6 

Annette Campbell 

Men – Long Drive 10 qualifiers  Hole 

# 9 

Paul Skinner 

 

THE BAD – Most Putts 

27 Putts?? Yes Burton was the Men’s winner closely followed by Marilyn Ulrich at 26. 

 

THE UGLY – Water Balls 

We actually had a tie of 4 in the water by Bob Nixon and Larry Fenton, but I’m sure they 

would rather be known for the skill prizes they won, and the organizers made the decision 

that only one prize would be awarded per person and the next candidate with 3 in the 

water would gladly accept the prize of a sleeve of golf balls so the winner is…… Ken 

Baker.   Ladies winner was guest Liz Harvey with 2. 
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GLIER – Lost balls 

Wayne Chow was clearly the Men’s winner with 5 lost balls and Ladies winner was Jane 

Nisi with 2(Betty Fenton also had 2 ). 

 

MOST HONEST GOLFERS   

Again a Family took away the Men’s and Ladies crown with Ming Chow at a 66 and 

Wayne with a 63. Wayne’s 63 after Callaway handicapping netted him a 38 so he was 

right in the hunt for the Men’s Low Net! 

 

Crystal Ridge again pulled off a great tournament and the patio setting for the post golf 

activities was perfect so a big thanks to Alberta and her staff. 

   

Thanks to all those who participated and especially those Gyros who brought out guests 

to make this event a smashing success.  Captains did a great job of collecting the 

mulligan fees and keeping track of not only the scoring but also the skill and GOOD, BAD, 

UGLY and UGLIER prize candidates. Thanks also to John Hodgson and Laura Young not 

only for calculating the winners but for the donation of wine (always a happy prize) for the 

skill winners.  Thanks to Paul Skinner for putting together all the prizes and for his door prize 

donations.  It was much appreciated. 

 

The club even made a profit of $22 for the event. 

 

I truly hope you all enjoyed the event and I look forward to seeing you next year. 
 

Gary Stephen - TEAM SKINNER 

 

 
 
THE YEAR WAS ???? 
 
  

Did you hear that Canada Post is thinking about charging 7 cents just to mail a 

letter?                             

 

jo 
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If they raise the minimum wage to $1.00, 

nobody will be able to hire outside help at the store.   

                       

 
   

 

 

When I first started driving, who would have thought gas would someday cost 25 cents a 

gallon.  Maybe we would be better off to leave the car at home. 

                       

 
  

 
Did you see where some baseball player just signed a contract for $50,000 a year just to 

play ball?  It wouldn't surprise me if someday they'll be making more than the president of 

our country.     

                    

 
  

  

I never thought I'd see the day all our kitchen appliances would be electric.  They're even 

making electric typewriters now.    
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It's too bad things are so tough nowadays.  I see where a few married women are having 

to  work to make ends meet.     

 

     

 
  

 

It won't be long before young couples are going to have to hire someone to watch their 

kids so they can both work.     

                                                                                                 

 
   

I'm afraid the Volkswagen car is going to open the door to a whole lot of foreign 

business.     

     

 
  

Thank goodness I won't live to see the day when the government takes half our income in 

taxes. I sometimes wonder if we are electing the best people.   
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The fast food restaurant is convenient for a quick meal, but I seriously doubt they will ever 

catch on.         

 
  

 

There is no sense going on short trips any more for a weekend.  It costs nearly $2.00 a night 

to stay in a hotel.   

     

 
  

 No one can afford to be sick anymore.  At $15.00 a day in the hospital, it's too rich for my 

blood.    

                      

 
  

 

  

If they think I'll pay 30 cents for a haircut, forget it.      

 
  

 
  

The year was 1955…………… 
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The Officer said "You're staggering".  I said "You're pretty handsome yourself".   We just 

laughed and laughed and now I need bail money.  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

(PARRIS  ISLAND MARINE CORPS RECRUIT TRAINING) 

 

Dear Ma and Pa,  

 

I am well.  Hope you are.  Tell Brother Walt and Brother Elmer the Marine Corps beats 

working for old man Minch by a mile.  Tell them to join up quick before all of the places 

are filled.     

      

I was restless at first because you get to stay in bed till nearly 6 a.m.  But I am getting so I 

like to sleep late.  Tell Walt and Elmer all you do before breakfast is smooth your cot, and 

shine some things.   No hogs to slop, feed to pitch, mash to mix, wood to split, fire to lay. 

Practically nothing.     

      

Men got to shave, but it is not so bad, there's warm water.     

      

Breakfast is strong on trimmings like fruit juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but kind of weak 

on chops, potatoes, ham, steak, fried eggplant, pie and other regular food, but tell Walt 

and Elmer you can always sit by the two city boys that live on coffee.  Their food, plus 

yours, holds you until noon when you get fed again.  It's no wonder these city boys can't 

walk much.     

     

We go on 'route marches,' which the platoon sergeant says are long walks to harden us.  If 

he thinks so, it's not my place to tell him different.   A 'route march' is about as far as to our 

mailbox at home.  Then the city guys get sore feet and we all ride back in trucks.     

   

The sergeant is like a school teacher.  He nags a lot.  The captain is like the school board. 

Majors and colonels just ride around and frown.  They don't bother you none.     

      

This next will kill Walt and Elmer with laughing.   I keep getting medals for shooting.  I don't 

know why.  The bulls-eye is near as big as a chipmunk’s head and it don't move, and it 

ain't shooting at you like the Higgett boys at home.  All you got to do is lie there all 

comfortable and hit it.  You don't even load your own cartridges.  They come in boxes.     
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Then we have what they call hand-to-hand combat training.  You get to wrestle with 

them city boys.   I have to be real careful though, they break real easy.  It ain't like fighting 

with that ole bull at home.  I'm about the best they got in this except for that Tug Jordan 

from over in Silver Lake.  I only beat him once.  He joined up the same time as me, but I'm 

only 5'6" and 130 pounds and he's 6'8" and near 300 pounds dry.     

      

Be sure to tell Walt and Elmer to hurry and join before other fellers get onto this setup and 

come stampeding in.  

 

Your loving daughter, 

Alice 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Bryan Sherwood – Editor 

     
 

 

            

 KEEP THE FUN IN GYRO  
 


